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The	State	of	Fibre	:		
FTTH/B	Market	Panorama	

	



FTTH/B Global Ranking – Sep 2017 

(blue)	Fibre-to-the-Home	subscribers	
								(orange)	Fibre-to-the-Building	subscribers	

	

Household Penetration 
of countries* with more than 
1% household penetration 

*Economies with at least 200,000 households 
 
Source : IDATE for FTTH Council Europe, 
February 2018 
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FTTH/B European Ranking – Sep 2017 

(blue)	Fibre-to-the-Home	subscribers		
								(orange)	Fibre-to-the-Building	subscribers	

	

Household Penetration 
of countries* with more than 
1% household penetration 

*Economies with at least 200,000 households 
ex. Iceland 
 
Source : IDATE for FTTH Council Europe, 
February 2018 
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FTTH/B	Figures,	September	2017	–	Close	to	51.6	million	FTTH/B	subscribers	
and	more	than	148	million	FTTH/B	Homes	Passed	in	EU39	

Source	:	IDATE	for	FTTH	Council	Europe 

FTTH/B figures – September 2017 



FTTH/B figures – September 2017 

 

•  Interesting dynamics in the European Union since 2013 
•  CIS countries : higher growth rates for subs since 2015 ; flat growth for HP between 

September 2016 and 2017 
•  Momentum towards fibre in the EU : the growth rate for subs. and HP notably increased 

since 2015 ! 
 
 

               Growth of FTTH/B subscribers (million)                                                      Growth of FTTH/B Homes Passed (million) 
 

	

   Source : IDATE for FTTH Council Europe                                                    Source : IDATE for FTTH Council Europe 
 

 	



Major projects / categories of players 

Source : IDATE for FTTH Council Europe 

Ø Around 400 FTTH/B projects analised in EU39 at September 2017 : 

•  All major operators, among which 35 incumbents, are involved in fibre advancement in each country 

•  Small players will most probably be increasingly more involved in local deployment in the coming years (Rural and 
Suburban) 

Ø  Incumbents now cover 42% of the total number of Homes Passed 

•  The ratio was only 21% at end 2011  

•  Alternative players, which launched FTTH/B in most countries since 2008-2009, now cover 54% of the total number of HP, 
and this ratio is increasing  

Ø  The market is clearly dominated by those two categories of players. 

Ø However,  municipalities/Local Authorities, along with utilities, will have an important role in facilitating the 
achievement of full-scale coverage 



General ranking : FTTH/B Homes Passed 

•  18 countries with 2 M HP or more in EU39 (12 countries in EU28, in blue on the map) 
•  Highest growth rates do not necessarily occur in the largest markets and this confirms 

that the interest on FTTH/B is growing (e.g. Poland : +46% and UK : +31%) even in 
countries where it is not the leading NGA solution 

Source : IDATE for FTTH Council Europe 



Top Ten - FTTH/B Coverage 

General ranking : FTTH/B coverage 
 

Source : IDATE for FTTH Council Europe 



FTTH/B Take-up 

General ranking : FTTH/B subscribers 
•  11 countries with 1 M subscribers or more in EU39 (6 countries in EU28, in red on the map) 
•  Strong growth in Belarus, Germany, Poland and UK 
•  Sharp advances in France, Spain and Italy 

Source : IDATE for FTTH Council Europe 



Top Ten - FTTH/B Takeup 

Source : IDATE for FTTH Council Europe 



FTTH/B Market Panorama – Key Conclusions 

•  There are now 33 European countries in the Global ranking… a positive sign even if the bottom line 
is only 1%. 

 

•  Even the "reluctant” countries are moving towards FTTH/B technologies. Furthermore, 
increasingly more countries reach 100% coverage ! 

•  End users are migrating to FTTH networks. However, the switch to FTTH/B connection is not 
systematic yet and operators have still room to improve their communication on fibre advantages. 

•  Governments and local authorities are now clearly in the game and on track with regards to DAE 
objectives 

 

1.  DAE’s main requirements are respected in all EU28 countries 
2.  Local authorities are more dynamic in Scandinavian countries and in France : they should impulse a new dynamic to reach more 

rural areas and in countries where FTTH/B is lagging far behind other architectures 
3.  “French Model” as an example for Europe ? (in Poland around 60 regions engaged in deploying FTTH Open Acces Network) 
 

•  Open Fiber in Italy has been the most dynamic player in FTTH deployment (reaching now 2.5 M 
Homes Passed) 

•  Highest take up rates in Northern and Eastern countries : still strong competition from other 
architectures elsewhere. 

•  Nearly all players, even if less involved in FTTH/B than other architectures, consider that FTTH is 
the end game !… and 5G will need Fibre! 



Socioeconomic	Benefits	of	Fibre	
Study	by	WIK	

	



Socioeconomic benefits of FTTH 

Socioeconomic	benefits	of	FTTH	Study	2017		
by	WIK	Consult	

•  Study	launched	&	presented	at	the	FTTH	Conference	2018	in	
Valencia,	on	15	February	

• Based	on	a	consumer	survey	conducted	in	Sweden	by	YouGov	
•  Final	sample	size	was	1018	consumers	
• Methodology	:	Computer-aided	web	interview	
• QuesOons	on	consumers’	Internet	service	providers	(ISPs),	the	
access	technology	used,	their	level	of	saOsfacOon,	typical	
online	acOviOes	and	socio-demographics.	



Satisfaction is highest with FTTH – 
82% of FTTH customers are happy with their service 

 



Fibre makes a difference – 
Consumers notice a significantly higher access speed 



Consumers prefer fibre – 
Almost all non-FTTH users would like to have fibre access 

 



Fast broadband in rural areas – 
82% of households with 100 Mbit/s connect using FTTH 



Driving	Fibre	Investment	:		
Policy	&	RegulaXon	

	
	



Driving Fibre Investment :   
Policy & Regulatory Solutions 

PoliXcal	commitment	to	new	Gigabit	Society	targets	and	fibre	based	infrastructure	
enabling	Europe’s	digital	socieXes	and	economies	

Access	to	and	take-up	of	very	high	capacity	connecXvity	as	a	regulatory	objecXve	
alongside	the	exisOng	ones	of	promoOng	compeOOon,	contribuOng	to	the	internal	
market	and	promoOng	the	interests	of	ciOzens	
DefiniXon	of	Very	High-Capacity	networks	proposed	in	the	EECC,	which	is	ambiXous	
and	oriented	towards	future-proof	fibre	infrastructure	enabling	a	plethora	of	new	
technologies	and	services	
PriorisaXon	of	compeXXve	infrastructure	deployment	for	a	compeOOve	market	
structure	and	access	remedies	that	directly	support	the	development	of	infrastructure	
compeOOon	

Regulatory	certainty	and	clarity	to	promote	new	fibre	investments	by	exisOng	and	
new	players	alike	

New	regulatory	framework	for	co-investment	and	wholesale-only	business	models	
with	the	aim	of	facilitaOng	the	deployment	of	VHC	networks	deeper	including	by	
aXracOng	new	capital	



Concluding remarks 

Ubiquitous	future-proof	fibre	infrastructure	enabling	a	
plethora	of	new	technologies	&	services	requires	significant	
investment	but	realisOcally	achievable	across	Europe	

PoliOcal	targets	&	commitment	and	a	policy	&	regulatory	
environment	promoOng	compeOOve	fibre	deployment	are	
key	prerequisites	

End-user	demand	increasing	including	expectaOon	of	further	
future	benefits	from	fibre	



www.ftthconference.eu  



Thank you for your attention! 
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